
Pay Honour to Those to Whom Honour is Owed 

A culture of honour, respect and love within the church 

 

When we ask, “Do we have a Kingdom-culture within our church?”, or “Are we becoming too 

assimilated into the culture in which we live?”, a question to ask ourselves is “To whom must I show 

honour and respect?”  So let’s ask the question: 

• To whom do / must I show honour and respect? 

o What would your natural answer to this question be?  (i.e. before you heard the 

sermon!) 

o How do you think our society would answer this question? 

With this in mind, let us look at what the Bible says.  Read Romans 13 v7. 

• Who should I respect and honour?  (The keyword is “owed” (NIV/ESV)) 

o How does this contrast with your answers above? 

o What are the implications of this for you? 

• Read Mark 6 v4-5.  If we do not show honour to whom it is owed, what can a consequence 

be? 

Who then does the Bible say we are to honour and respect?  Take a look at the following verses: 

• Revelations 4 v8-11 

• Romans 13 v1-2 

o Additionally, what do the following two examples and verses tell us? 

▪ 1 Samuel 24 v1-8, Daniel 3 v14-18 & 1 Timothy 2 v1-3 

• 1 Timothy 5 v17 

o (Jesus was perfect in every way and yet we see what happens in Mark 6 v4-5.  Surely 

this is a call to pray for our spiritual leaders!) 

• Exodus 20 v12 

o Additionally, what do the following example and verses tell us? 

▪ Genesis 9 v18-28, Proverbs 23 v22 & Ephesians 6 v1-3 

▪ Does this example and these verse prompt you in any way? 

Now let us look forwards to the day our Lord calls us home.  Read Romans 5 v8 and Matthew 25 v21.  

How does the hope we have spur us on to be obedient to God’s call for to pay honour and respect to 

those to whom it is owed, especially when paying that honour is difficult or costly? 

 


