
How to Pray - 2 
“Seek God’s Priority” 

Matthew 6:9b 
 

Having the foundational awareness of God as our Father (Matthew 6:9a), we move on to the 
first of the petitions: “Hallowed be your name.” What does it mean to “hallow”? It is an archaic 
English word that means “to make holy.”  

In 1 Peter 1:16 God’s people are commanded to be holy, but God is acknowledged as 
being holy. That is the meaning of praying “hallowed be your name”: to attribute to God the 
holiness that already is, and always has been, supremely and uniquely His. To hallow God’s 
name is to revere, honor, glorify, and obey Him as singularly perfect. How can we do this? 
 

1. We pray from a knowledgeable heart.  

→ When we speak of God's name, we are referring to all that He is—His character, plan, and 
will. How does Psalm 20:7 indicate this? 

→ A good place to begin to understand God’s character is to meditate on the many names 
and titles He is given in Scripture. Each one shows a different facet of His character. 
Together they give us an idea of the fullness of who He is. Discuss how the following 
names invite you to know God and encourage you to pray: 
 
Elohim, the Mighty Creator  
Adonai, Master or Lord  
El Shaddai, the Almighty One 
El-Elyon, The Most High  
El Olam, Everlasting God  
Jehovah, the Self-existent One  
Jehovah-Jireh, the Lord will provide;  
Jehovah-Nissi, the Lord our banner;  
Jehovah-Rapha, the Lord who heals;  
Jehovah-Shalom, the Lord our peace;  
Jehovah-Roi, the Lord our Shepherd;  
Jehovah-Tsidkenu, the Lord our righteousness;  
Jehovah-Tsabaoth, the Lord of hosts;  
Jehovah-Shammah, the Lord is present;  
Jehovah-Mekaddishkem, the Lord who sanctifies.   

 
2. We pray from a committed heart (committed to God’s priority). 

→ 1 Peter 3:15a. What does it mean to sanctify Christ as Lord, and what does it have to do 
with hallowing God’s name? 

→ What does sanctifying the Lord in our heart have to do with the title of this sermon? 
 
3. We pray from a concerned heart. 

→ 1 Peter 3:15b. If we hallow the Lord in our hearts, what will be concerned about? 

→ What does this mean for you individually? 
 


