
How to Pray – 3 
“Embrace God’s Program” 

Matthew 6:10a 
 

We are studying the Lord’s Prayer. “Our Father in heaven” directed our attention to the 
PERSON or PATERNITY of God. Then we looked at the first of three petitions we make on 
God’s behalf: “Hallowed be your name.” It has to do with the PRIORITY of God. Above all 
things, He is to be honored and glorified.  

Today we want to see the second petition, and it focuses on the PROGRAM of God: 
“Your kingdom come.” Over eighty times in the gospels Jesus refers to the kingdom; so, it is 
central to His teaching. Example: Matthew 4:23. 

What did Jesus mean when He taught us to pray for the kingdom to come? This is a 
key question because we cannot pray in harmony with His intentions unless we pray in this 
way. Now, to pray that God’s kingdom come or be established has two dimensions that we 
must understand. One is future, the other is present.    
 
1. The future dimension of the kingdom. 

→ Look at the promise of God to David in 2 Samuel 7:16. How could David’s house and 
kingdom be established forever?  

→ What does Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1:32-33 have to do with the previous question? 

→ Mark 1:14-15 clearly gives the impression that Jesus was offering the kingdom to Israel. 
So, why is the kingdom still future? 

→ What does it mean for us today to pray for the kingdom to come? 
 
2. The present dimension of the kingdom. 

→ Though the establishment of the earthly kingdom has been put off, there is a  
dimension in which it is very much present today. What does Luke 17:21 tell us about 
this dimension?  
The present dimension of the kingdom manifests itself in two ways: 

→ a. Through conversion.  

• What do John 3:3 and Matthew 4:17 say about conversion and the kingdom? 

• How does this challenge you? 
 

→ b. Through commitment. 

• How does the truth of Colossians 1:13 motivate commitment in our lives? 

• “If we pray for God’s kingdom to come, it follows that on the small piece of 
ground I claim—in the tiny area of life that I control— Jesus Christ should have 
the right to exercise his kingship.” Give your impressions regarding this 
statement. 


