
BECOMING A NEW CREATION
2 Corinthians 5:17

2 Corinthians 5:17 is an amazing statement. When someone enters into a living relationship 
with Jesus Christ, he or she becomes a new person. This reality is so tremendous that we 
spend the rest of our lives understanding its implications. 

We become new creations in a moment of spiritual new birth. Yet there is a process 
that precedes this moment. This process is what evangelism is all about. So, if we are going 
to be effective in this area—if we are going to help people come to faith in Christ—we need 
to be familiar with this process. In addition, understanding this process can help us evaluate 
where we stand spiritually.

The process which culminates in new birth is well illustrated by the life of the apostle
Paul. Before becoming a follower of Jesus, he was Christianity's greatest antagonist. After 
his encounter with Jesus Christ, however, he became its most outstanding advocate. What 
led to this change? From the report of his conversion in Acts 9 we find at least four stages 
that he went through on his way to faith in Christ. These are the same general stages every 
person goes through. One can go through them rapidly (as in Paul's case) or gradually:  

1. The conscience comes alive
® Why did Paul need to be confronted decisively (Acts 9:4)? (Think of his self-concept, 

Philippians 3:4-6, his actions, Acts 8:1,3, etc.) 
® How are people’s consciences awakened today? John 16:8-11
® Share your experience of how your conscience come alive to your moral and spiritual 

failure. 

2. The mind is enlightened 
® Notice how Paul’s mind began to be enlightened: Acts 9:5.
® Regarding what truths do people need to be enlightened in order to move toward faith 

in Christ? Romans 3:23; Mark 7:21-23; 1 Peter 3:18
® Share your experience of being enlightened regarding gospel truths.

3. An appeal to the will
® What does John 1:12 have to do with an appeal to the will?
® What role do emotions play in coming to faith in Christ?
® Share how you came to place your trust in Christ.

4. Receiving a new life
® What were the immediate evidences of 1 Corinthians 5:17 in Paul’s life? Acts 9:20-22
® The gift of new life in Christ (Ephesians 2:5) implies that we should see Him both as 

Saviour and Lord. Reflect on the following sentence: “You give Jesus the place He 
deserves as Lord when, just as Paul did at the beginning, you ask in all things: “What 
shall I do, Lord?” (Acts 22:10).”


