
Old Testament Characters 16
“Being Instruments of Spiritual Renewal”

-EZRA-
Ezra 7:10, 27, 28

Most of us have heard of Ezra the scribe, but probably not too many are aware of the key
role he played at a particular  juncture in Israel’s  history.  The book that bears his  name
records  the  fulfilment  of  God’s  promise  to  restore  Israel  to  her  land after  70  years  of
captivity in Babylon (Jer. 25:11). This was accomplished through the help of various Persian
kings. E.g.:

In 538 b.c. Cyrus allowed the Jews to return to their homeland. Under the leadership
of Zerubbabel some 50,000 Jews returned from Babylonian captivity, and the temple began
to be built. Ezra 1-6 describes these events. 

In 458 b.c. Artaxerxes allows a second group of Jewish captives to return, this time
under the leadership of Ezra the scribe. Ezra 7-10 describes this event. 

Ezra was used to bring about  spiritual  renewal in Israel.  The returned exiles had
managed to rebuild the temple, but they needed a heart renewal to make proper use of it.
Here is where Ezra comes in.

We all know people who need renewal in their lives. Entire churches need renewal.
Each if us personally may need renewal. God wants to use us, as he used Ezra, to encourage
renewal, revival, in each other’s lives. 

What do we need   in order   to be instruments of spiritual renewal?

1. Vision that motivates 
® What was Ezra’s motivating vision? Ezra 7:7, 10.
® What can we learn from this for our own lives?
® How can we apply this to our church?

2. Faith to ask for the unthinkable
® What limitations did Ezra face that made his plans unthinkable (e.g., did captive Jews 

have the ear of the king)? 
® What do we learn about walking by faith when we reflect on Ezra’s words in Ezra 7:27-

28?

3. Commitment     to prepare the heart  
® What is the significance of Ezra’s actions in Ezra 7:10 for his overall vision?
® Reflect on the following words: “Ezra’s faith was rewarded in full, at least in part as a 

result of his having prepared his heart.”

4. Courage to   be bold
® What dangers did Ezra face in the 1500 km, four-month, trek to Jerusalem (consider, 

e.g., Ezra 7:15-16)?
® Why did Ezra not seek a military escort (Ezra 8:22)?
® How can Ezra’s actions encourage us to be bold in carrying out our vision (Ezra 8:21, 23)?
® How can Ezra 8:31-32 encourage you to be bold?


