
Dead, Revived, and Hopeful
Revelation 3:1-6

We are more than halfway through our study of the seven churches that John addresses in
chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation. We’ve looked at the church in Ephesus, that  had forsaken its
first love; the church at Smyrna, that experienced persecution and was encouraged not to
fear; the church at Pergamum, where some appeared to be seduced and were displaying a
morally  compromised lifestyle;  and  the  church  of  Thyatira,  where  some believers  were
tolerant of sin and false teaching. 

Churches are people, and human nature has not changed. So, as we continue our
study, we must not look on these letters as ancient relics. On the contrary, they are mirrors
in which we can see ourselves! And we want to do this very thing by examining the church
of Sardis.

We are not told anywhere in the Scriptures where or when this church came into
being; but we do know that, like the city of Sardis, the church of Sardis had an illustrious
past,  and a  grand  reputation  in  the  eyes  of  many.  In  verse  1  we read,  “You  have  the
reputation of being alive…”  But  what was its actual condition? As we look at the passage,
there are three groups of people that Christ sees in this church. Each one serves both as a
warning and a challenge to us today.

1. The Walking Dead 
 What things make a church seem healthy?
 How could the church of Sardis have such a great reputation but be told by Christ: “…

but you are dead” (v. 1b); and: “I have not found your works complete in the sight of my
God” (v. 2b).

 Explain the title “The walking dead” in light of Titus 1:16.

2. The Reviving Dead 
In verses 2 and 3 Christ is addressing those who were true believers but had become luke-
warm or downright cold. The Lord of the Church doesn’t leave any doubt about what these 
folks should do if they are going to be revived.
 Explain each of the measures Christ calls for and compare your own life with each one:

 “Wake up” 
 “Strengthen what remains” 
 “Remember” 
 “Keep it, and repent” 

 What is the picture of Jesus coming like a thief (v. 3b) intended to portray? 

3. The Hope-filled Faithful
While this church as a whole was dying or dead, Christ recognizes a godly remnant, verses 4
and 5. They were genuine believers who had remained faithful.
 What was different about this dedicated remnant according to verse 4?
 In verse 5, and by way of encouragement, Christ promises that the certain rewards await

those who are faithful. What are they and how can they encourage you?


