
“RICH TOWARD GOD”
Luke 12:15-21

“What makes life worthwhile?” What gives it  true value?  In our passage for study Jesus
focuses on one particular area that is probably the most common option for seeking worth
or  value  in  life:  “And  he  said  to  them, ‘Take  care,  and  be  on  your  guard  against  all
covetousness,  for  one's  life does not consist  in  the abundance of  his  possessions’” (Luke
12:15). Jesus says that true life, one that has real value, has nothing to do with the amount
of one’s possessions. To make His point, Jesus tells a story intended to help us choose that
which has true, lasting value. There are three things we learn from this story that can help
us set the course of our lives correctly:

1. Don’t be duped by success 
® Luke 12:16-18: What was the rich farmers ‘problem’?
® In what way was this farmer duped (deceived, fooled) by his success? Luke 12:15, 19?
® Looking at your own life from the divine perspective, how can good, prosperous times 

lead you away from God?

2. Focus on God’s estimate of your life
® What is God’s estimate of the farmer and why is this so? (20).
® Explain each of the following statements regarding the rich man’s perspective on life:

 It made him self-centred (17-18)
 It made him greedy (15a)
 It made him presumptuous (20)

® What do you think God’s estimate of your life would be?

3. Give priority to God’s priority
® Luke 12:21: What does it mean to be “rich toward God” or “rich in God”?
® Matthew 16:26:  What  is  the  opposite  of  being  rich toward  God (of  choosing  God’s

priority, of valuing what God values)? 
® How can 1 Peter 1:18-19 help us understand how to give priority to God’s priority?


