
The Cross of Christ 
Galatians 6:12-16 

 
 

1) Read Galatians 6 to get the context for verses Galatians 6:12-16. What do you know 

about the book of Galatians? What was Paul’s purpose in writing this letter? 

2) In Galatians 6:15, Paul writes that what ultimately counts is that we as Christians are 

new creations. How might we have assurance of our salvation? 

3) In Galatians 6:12, we find out that in Paul’s day, anyone who taught that salvation 

only came through the cross of Christ would be persecuted. For this reason, false 

teachers added the Jewish law of circumcision to the gospel. In 2021, what might we 

add to the gospel to make it less offensive? 

4) 2 Corinthians 2:16 also tells us that the gospel will be an offence to some people. 

Why might people be offended? What presuppositions (implicit assumptions about 

the world we live in) might we need to challenge when we share the gospel with 

others?  

5) Read Psalm 51. In verse 12, David says that he has lost the joy of salvation. What do 

you know about this Psalm? Why has he lost this joy? 

6) In Psalm 51:13, David asks God to restore the joy of salvation so that he might be an 

effective witness for God. How and why do you think joy is such a good witness for 

Christ? If we have lost this joy of salvation, how might we restore it? 

7) Read Galatians 1:10 and Galatians 6:14. Paul says that his interest in this world has 

been crucified. What might this mean in practical terms? 

8) Has your relationship with the world been fully crucified? In what ways might you be 

looking to please people rather than God? 

9) An example of someone whose interest in the world was crucified and who was only 

interested in pleasing God, is the German theologian and pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

What do you know about his life and works? For a brief summary of his life, see: 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/martyrs/dietrich-

bonhoeffer.html  

Spend some time praying about some of the issues that have come up from the 

discussion. Think about how, as Christians, we might encourage one another to boast 

only of the cross, even in difficult circumstances.   
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