
Overview of the Old Testament 15
“THE INSIDIOUS POWER/DANGER OF SPIRITUAL DRIFT”

-SOLOMON-
2 Chronicles 1; 1 Kings 3; 1 Kings 11

We continue our overview of the OT as seen through its leading characters. Today we come
to King Solomon. We could compare Solomon’s life to a voyage. His life begins full of hope
and  promise,  the  wind  is  in  his  sails,  as  it  were,  then  slowly  he  gets  off  course,  and
eventually suffers shipwreck. This is an amazing—unexpected—trajectory for someone who
was the greatest Jewish king of all times. Let’s examine the three stages of Solomon’s life-
voyage, knowing that each one holds important lessons for our own lives.

1. A Promising Start 
® 2 Chronicles 1:1: Can you find four things that Solomon had in his favor?
® In all this incredible blessing, there was only one condition that Solomon needed to keep

in mind and was stated clearly by David at Solomon’s enthronement (recall that David 
abdicated in favor of his son). What was it? 1 Kings 2:3

® In this passage, what is implied in the verb “walk”, and how does it relate to you?

2. Off Course 
® Explain the concept of “spiritual drift.”
® 1 Kings 3:2-3. What is implied in the little word “only” regarding Solomon and his reign?
® How else did Solomon drift away from God spiritually? I Kings 11:4. Deut. 17:17a.
® Consider how Solomon wound up, 1 Kings 11:4, and reflect on the following phrase: Sin 

usually increases through neglect and compromise over time. 
® How does Solomon’s example help us better understand 1 Peter 2:11?

3. Marooned 
® To be “marooned” means that you feel alone and helpless and you cannot escape from

the  place  or situation  you are  in.  How does  Ecclesiastes  1:2  imply  that  this  is  how
Solomon felt in his later years?

® if Solomon was so wise, how could he have drifted away from God so fully? Romans 
1:21.

® Fortunately,  Solomon did  return  to  God in  his  old  age.  How can  his  final  advice  in
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 help you avoid spiritual drift? 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/alone

