
The Mission
John 17 v13-21

In John 17:13-21 (within the context of Jesus’ high priestly prayer, and carrying the weight of His 
final words before His death) there is something in the text that Jesus really wants us to have. It’s 
found in verse 13: “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so 
that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.” Jesus wants us to have the “full 
measure of joy.” The difference between the “full measure of joy” and just “joy” is like the 
difference between having a deep well and having a cup of water.

In order for us to be able to experience the fullness of joy of which Jesus speaks, He gives us a 
mission. “But where,” you may wonder, “is mission in this passage?” Look at verse 18: “As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” Believers are sent into the world by the Son, 
just as He was sent into the world by the Father (20:21). This “sending” clearly implies a mission.

Jesus is saying, “I have a fullness of life because I’m a man with a mission; and I want you to have 
the same fullness of joy, so I’m going to make you a people with a mission.” These are the words of
Jesus, so they are not optional. In fact, they are at the very heart of the Christian life.

Read John v17-21 in full and then address the following three questions noting the points drawn 
out above:

1. What is it about Jesus's mission for us that brings us the “full measure of joy”?
➔ Whilst addressing this question, consider the following statement: “If your needs are 

the most important thing in your life, you begin to feel less and less important.”  Do you
agree with this statement?  How does having a mission change your priorities?

2. In general terms, what is the mission that Jesus calls us to? (see v14, 17, 19 & 21)
➔ In the light of your answer, do you want to add anything to what brings us the “full 

measure of joy”?
3. What is “the secret” for being effective in the mission that Jesus calls us to based on verses 

15 & 18?
➔ What does this mean for you in your current circumstances?  Can you share some 

examples?
4. Where does our help to undertake Jesus' mission come from? (v19)

➔ Why is it so important to look to the cross?

To close, ask yourself the following two questions:
1. How can I discover my particular part (role) in Jesus' mission?
2. What are some aspects of my particular part in His mission at this point in time?


