
“WHO IS THIS?”
Matthew 21:1-11

-Palm Sunday-

In the biblical record, Palm Sunday takes place five days before Jesus’ death. During a period
of three years, Jesus had made Himself known to the nation, travelling to every corner of 
the country, preaching, and working miracles. Now He knows that His time has come. He 
knows that His death has been determined by the leaders of the nation

Riding on the colt of a donkey, Jesus enters Jerusalem to the acclaim of the crowds.  
“Hosanna to David’s son!” “Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!” “Hosanna in highest 
heaven!” For a brief moment a great part of the Jewish people seemed ready to accept 
Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah promised in the OT.

Sadly,  this  doesn’t  happen.  Things  quickly  take  an  unexpected  turn.  We read in
Matthew 21:10 that as Jesus made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken.
The question in everyone’s mouth was “Who is this?” Jesus wanted the people to respond
correctly because their future, both in time and eternity depended on it. The same is true
for us. To help us answer this question correctly let’s consider three possible answers. 

1. The Popular Answer.
® To the question “Who is this?” the multitude answers that Jesus is the prophet from 

Nazareth of Galilee. What is right and what is deficient in this answer?
® Luke 19:41-42: Why did Jesus weep over the city?
® What do Matthew 15:8 and Isaiah 6:9 help us understand the popular (general) reaction 

to Christ?

2. The Biblical Answer.
®  What does Matthew 21:4-5 tell us about the true identity of Christ?
® What does Matthew 21:9 say regarding Christ? (recall that this verse is based on Psalm 

118 that was considered Messianic.)
® What does Matthew 20:17-18 and 28 tell us about Christ’s identity?

3. The Personal Answer.
® Which can you honestly say? “Jesus Christ is my Saviour,” or “Jesus Christ is the/a 

saviour”?
® What does John 8:24 tell those who are not believers in Christ?
® If you are a believer, Jesus Christ is your Messiah and King. So how can you specifically 

implement Luke 6:46 in your life?


