
God’s Joy, Our Joy
Luke 15:1-7

What is the first attribute that comes to mind when you think of God? Love, grace, mercy?
Most of us probably don’t think of joy. And yet the Bible speaks of a God who is eternally
joyful (e.g., 1 Chronicles 16:27; Psalm 16:11). Now if God is a God of joy, that should in some
way work its way out in our lives. You see, we’re told to be “ imitators of God” (Eph. 5:1). So,
if God is a God of joy, we should become more joyful, the closer we draw to Him. We should
become more joyful the more we understand God’s desires and priorities and seek to make
them our own. So what brings God joy that should also bring us joy? 

1.   Showing compassion to the lost 
Luke 15 presents a dramatic contrast between God’s attitude toward sinners and that of the
Pharisees.
 Luke  15:1-2.  Why  were  the  Pharisees  and  teachers  of  the  law  bothered  that  Jesus

associated with sinners? This is an important question because the parable was aimed at
them (Luke 15:3). Isaiah 29:13.

 How does  God’s  attitude  toward  sinners  contrast  with  that  of  the  Pharisees  (Psalm
78:38-39; Matthew 9:36)?

 What does Hebrews 12:2 tell us about the relationship between saving sinners and joy? 
 Reflect on the following words: “God has so designed us that we would find joy in the

same way He finds joy. So, if being compassionate toward sinners brings God joy, it will
do the same for us. As we follow the Lord’s example and prioritize finding the lost, we
will also be filled with joy.” Do you agree with this statement?

2.   Going after the lost 
God doesn’t’ just feel compassion but actively reaches out to those who reject Him. Let’s
look at God’s action to save the lost by means of four verbs that appear in the text:
a. Lost, v. 4

 From a spiritual perspective, what does it mean to be lost? (As a point of reference,
think of the challenges faced by a lost sheep).

 How come most people are not aware that they’re lost?
b. Seek, v. 4

 What does Luke 19:10 tell us about a “seeking God.”
 Why was Jesus’ teaching that God searches for sinners scandalous to the Pharisees?
c. Find, v. 5 

 “The lost sheep was not so far gone that he could not be found.  No person is too far
gone that God cannot find him. No sinner is so depraved and rotten that God cannot
reach him with His forgiveness.” How do these words encourage you or give you joy?
d.  Rejoice, vv. 6-7

 What does the reaction of the shepherd tell us about God?
 Do you rejoice when a lost sinner is found? Why, why not?
 Does your own salvation make you joyful?

Final reflection
 What keeps us from focusing on lost sheep (2 Corinthians 5:20)?


