
“I’M SO THANKFUL FOR YOU!”
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

- Series on 1 Thessalonians, Part 1 - 

Paul, Silas (Silvanus), and Timothy first went to the Macedonian port city of Thessalonica on
the second missionary journey (Acts 17:1-14). This was the second place the gospel was
preached in Europe, Philippi being the first. Because the preaching of the gospel depleted
the ranks of the synagogue, the Jews charged Paul’s host, Jason, with harboring traitors to
Caesar.  The  rulers  of  the  city  took  Jason  as  security  (like  a  peace  bond)  and  let  the
missionaries  leave  the  city.  When  they  arrived  in  Athens,  Paul  sent  Timothy  back  to
Thessalonica (1 Thess. 3:1-2) to encourage the believers and then to report back on the
condition of the church there. 

Timothy rejoined Paul in Corinth (3:6) and brought back a positive report. In spite of
its suffering, the Thessalonian church was doing well. So, this is a letter from a relieved and
grateful pastor to his growing flock. Deep gratitude sets the tone for the letter (1 Thess. 1:2).

What is Paul grateful for among the Thessalonians that we should also be grateful for at IBC?

1. Spiritual progress, 3
Paul mentions three specific characteristics of the Thessalonians’ spiritual progress: 
a. “Work of faith.” 

 What does the “work of faith” refer to (Gal. 5:6)? How is it different from working for
one’s salvation (Eph. 2:8-9)?

 Explain the following statement: “True faith works!”
b. “Labor of love.” 

 How does  the  “labor  of  love” give  evidence of  new life?  1  Thess.  4:9;  1  John 3:14;
Matthew 5:44.
c. “Steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 What is “steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” and how does it reflect spiritual
progress? 

2. Divine calling, 4
 What makes the doctrine of election often a point of contention?
 How can you bring together 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (comp. John 6:44a), Romans10:13, and

1 Timothy 2:4 (comp. John 6:37)?
 What does the Lord want you to learn from the discussion on divine calling (election)?

3. The transforming power of the gospel, 5
 Ephesians 2:1 says, “And you were dead in trespasses and sins.” How do you awaken a

spiritually dead soul? See Ephesians 2:4-5. 
 Have you experienced the transforming power of the gospel? Explain.


