
“PALM SUNDAY AND YOU” 
(What Christ's Triumphal Entry Means to You) 

Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-9 
 
On what has come to be known as “Palm Sunday,” Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on the colt 
of a donkey. The multitudes spread their garments out before him, cut down palm branches 
and shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!” (Matt. 21:9). In this amazing event, we discover three aspects of 
Jesus’ royal identity that were not only crucial for the crowd that day, but for our own lives 
as well.  
 
1. HE IS THE RIGHTFUL KING 

→ How does the prophetic word in Zechariah 9:9 indicate that Jesus is the Messiah, Israel’s 
rightful king?  

→ How did general knowledge of this prophecy prepare people for the events of Palm 
Sunday? 

→ If Jesus is the King, then all his loyal subjects must recognize his kingship. How does this 
play out specifically in your life? 

 
2. HE IS THE VICTORIOUS KING 

→ The crowds acclaimed Jesus as the long-awaited messianic King. What concept did the 
majority have about what this King should be like? 

→ A related question: Why did this same crowd call for Jesus’ crucifixion less than a week 
later?’ 

→ What kind of King did Jesus come to be? (John 18:36a) In what way does this view of his 
coming make Him victorious? 

→ How can you personally avail yourself of Christ’s victory as King (think of the root 
meaning of the word “Hosanna”—'save now’; ‘save me Jesus’)? 

 
3. HE IS THE GENTLE KING 

→ In Zechariah 9:9 the King is described as “gentle.” What does this mean? 

→ In Zechariah 9:10 this same King is described as vanquishing his foes. How does this fit 
with the attribute of “gentleness”? (A help here is to distinguish between Christ’s first 
and second comings.) 

→ How should gentleness/meekness manifest themselves in our lives if the gentle King is 
ruling? (Gal. 5:23; 2 Cor. 10:1; Phil. 4:5.) 

→ Explain the following sentence: “Do you want successful relationships? Be gentle!” 
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