
JOY

IN SPITE OF

AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

Philippians 1:19-26



“Sorrowing yet always rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10).



“Sorrowing yet always rejoicing” (2 Cor. 6:10).

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow” 
(Matt. 6:34).



HOW CAN I BE JOYFUL 

WHEN 

THE FUTURE IS UNCERTAIN?



1. MAKE IT YOUR AMBITION TO HONOR CHRIST, 
19-21.
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19-21.

“…Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through 
your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, as it 
is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 
be at all ashamed, but that with full courage 
now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.”
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“For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain” (21). 



2. MAKE IT YOUR AMBITION TO LIVE FOR OTHERS, 22-26.



“If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot 
tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My 
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is 
far better. But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with you 
all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that 
in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.”
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“For we know that if the tent that is our earthly
home is destroyed, we have a building from God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
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