
“A final call to joy” 4 

-Be Generous- 
Philippians 4:14-20 

 

As we have stressed numerous times, the topic of joy sets the tone for the entire epistle to 
the Philippians. The fourth and last chapter is no exception. We are studying this last chapter 
in five parts and asking the same question for each one: “How can joy set the tone in our lives 
and in our church?” In the first part we saw that joy is a result of our living in unity as believers 
(1-5). In the second part we saw that experiencing the peace of God leads to joy (6-9). The 
third part taught us that joy comes through true contentment (10-13). Today we come to 
verses 14-20 and will discover another key to making joy central to our lives.  
 
4.   By being generous, 14-18a. 
The circle of the Philippians’ generosity went well beyond themselves. It extended: 
        

a. To the recipient. 

 Explain how the apostle Paul had benefited (been blessed) by the Philippians 
generosity. 

 How can others be the recipients of our generosity during this pandemic? Be specific 
(note John 13:17). 

       
      b. To God Himself, 18b, 20. 

 Psalm 34:1. How can we bless God? How does our generosity bless Him? 

 How can Philippians 4:18b encourage generosity? 

 The key to an acceptable sacrifice (God-pleasing generosity) is the inner attitude. 
Explain. 

 
      c. To the Giver, 17, 19. 
When we are truly generous we can be sure of God blessing in at least two ways:  

 V. 17: What does this refer to? How does it motivate you to be generous? 

 V. 19: What does this mean specifically (consider carefully the context of the 
promise)? How can this promise be taken out of context and used as a ‘soft pillow’ 
for cushioning wrong financial habits? 

 

 What is the number one lesson of this study for your life? 


