
“AND WHEN THE SPIRIT SHALL COME”

(A sermon for Pentecost)

In chapters 14 to 16 of the Gospel of John, Jesus encourages the disciples in light of 

His soon departure. One important word of encouragement, however, seemed a bit 

bewildering at first: “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I 

go away …” (John 16:7a). How could it possibly be good or advantageous that Jesus 

leave? The answer is in the second half of verse 7: “… for if I do not go away, the 

Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you” (John 16:7b). Jesus 

says that the Holy Spirit—the Helper—will take His place (and we know he would 

arrive on the day of Pentecost). The Holy Spirit was not to be a kind of “make-do” 

substitute. No, He would take Jesus’ place so wonderfully that His coming would be 

the best thing that could happen to the disciples! 

In chapters 14-16 Jesus gives various predictions about the coming Holy 

Spirit. Looking into them helps us answer the question: Why did Jesus say that 

sending the Holy Spirit in His place would be to our advantage?

⦁ The Holy Spirit would make continual fellowship with God possible, John 

14:16-18.

⦁ What advantage is there to having the Holy Spirit instead of the physical 

presence of Jesus?

⦁ According to v. 17, how will the Holy Spirit enable continual fellowship with 

God (consider verses 16 and 20)?

⦁ The Holy Spirit would make it possible to live above life’s circumstances.

⦁ “Helper” is the main designation for the Spirit (John 14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 

16:7) but can also be translated as “Comforter” or “Counselor.” All these 

terms capture only a part of the Greek meaning of this word that means 

“someone called alongside to help.” The Holy Spirit comes to us and takes 

away our inadequacies and enables us to cope with life. Can you give an 

example of this from your own life?

⦁ Compare Mark 14:50 and Acts 5:41. The first is before Pentecost, the second 

after. What do we learn here? 

⦁ The Holy Spirit would help us understand and appreciate the truth, John 

16:12-15.

⦁ In what way does the Holy Spirit “guide us into all truth” (v. 13)?

⦁ How have you experienced this?

⦁ The Holy Spirit would make Christian witness effective, John 16:8-10.

⦁ Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would “convict” people of various things. 

How does this empower us in witnessing?
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