
 
“A Final Call To Joy” 5 

-BE GRACE-FULL- 
Philippians 4:21-23 

 
We have arrived at the end of our study in the Epistle to the Philippians. In the final three 
verses we discover one more key to making joy central to our lives and ministry. Please read 
4:21-23. Paul is not being perfunctory when he transmits these greetings. Implied in his 
words is a tremendous truth that actually makes it exciting to send greetings, namely, that 
all believers, no matter where they may be, are part of a marvelous, living, holy fellowship. 
And what is the foundation of this fellowship? It is the grace of God in Christ! This is the 
greatest theme of all the ages. Let’s look closely at verses 21-23 and answer the question 
we’ve been asking throughout chapter 4: “How can joy set the tone in our lives and in our 
church?”  
 
5.  By being “grace-full.” Filled with grace, captivated by grace, focused on grace. If we’re 
going to be “grace-full” and experience the joy God intends for us, then there are three 
things we need: 
 
      a. We need to think clearly about grace.  

• What is the difference between biblical grace and karma? Can you give a verse? 

• What is the difference between “saving grace” and “sustaining grace” (consider  
Romans 5:2 and Philippians 4:23).  

 
      b. We need to focus on good models of grace.  

• Paul mentions three groups of people whom God used to support and sustain him 
during his confinement in Rome. If we look carefully, we discover both aspects of 
grace—saving grace and sustaining grace—actively manifested in each group. 
Please explain. 

• How does/can this encourage you in your Christian walk? 
 

      c. We need to grasp the urgency of grace. 

• In what sense can we speak of grace being “urgent”? 

• What do 1 Corinthians 6:1 and 2 say about the urgency of grace? 

• How can we, by being “grace-full,” help people around us take 1 Corinthians 6:1 
and 2 seriously? 

 

 


