
Where Can Freedom Truly Be Found?

Central Bible Texts

⦁ Romans 1 v1

⦁ Romans 6 v17-19 & 22 (NIV)

⦁ Matthew 20 v28 (NIV)

⦁ John 15 v9-11 (NIV)

Central Tenets (underlying principles):

⦁ “The world has never had a good definition of the word liberty ...”  - Abraham Lincoln

⦁ “The postmodern concept of freedom is the absence of any restriction.”  - Timothy Keller

⦁ “Men in their thirties cannot exercise their freedom to eat unhealthy food without restricting other 

freedoms and also maintain the same trouser size. So freedom is not simply the absence of 

restrictions, it is finding the right liberating restrictions in Jesus. In other words, we must actively 

accept tactical losses of freedom in order to achieve strategic gains in freedom. We can only grow if 

we lose all lesser kinds of freedom in order to gain higher kinds. So there is no absolute negative 

freedom*, I.e. the lifting of all restrictions.”  - Timothy Keller

Questions:

⦁ Due to the corona pandemic, we have collectively faced significant new restrictions in our daily lives.  

Possibly, this is the first time that we have experienced the imposition of such reductions to our 

freedoms.  How do you feel about the imposition of these restrictions?

⦁ How do you define Christian freedom? Is it just that we are set free from sin or do you recognize that 

freedoms also come with restrictions?

⦁ How do you feel about your identity as a "slave" of Christ and being "committed" to righteousness?

⦁ In which areas of life do you try to live out the freedoms of sin and the freedoms of righteousness in 

parallel? Does trying to combining the two work out well?

⦁ Does hearing the fact that we have such serving and loving king in Jesus change your willingness to 

accept the liberating restrictions of obeying Him?

* Philosophers define “negative freedom” as the freedom from constraints, which they contrast with “positive 

freedom,” the freedom to pursue some good aim.


