
The Lord’s Prayer 1
“Start Right”

Matthew 6:9ª

Today we want to focus on the starting point of prayer by looking at the first  words of the
Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father in heaven” (v. 2b, ESV, or as many of you have memorized it,
“Our Father who art in Heaven”). Jesus is stating the importance of starting our prayers with
the awareness that God is our Father. Let’s try to get behind this amazing truth by reflecting
on two key considerations:

1. OUR ABILITY TO CALL GOD “FATHER” REVEALS MUCH ABOUT HIS PERSON.
The fact that we may address God as “Father” points to some wonderful truths about Him. 

a. GOD IS NEAR.  
® Acts 17:27. The Creator doesn’t play hide-and-seek with us. He’s not remote; He’s near.

Explain.
® Theologians speak of God’s transcendence and of His immanence. How do you find these

two concepts in Isaiah 57:15?
® Can you find both God’s transcendence and immanence in the phrase “Our Father in 

heaven”?

b. GOD CARES.
® How does a verse like 1 Peter 5:7 show us the true nature of the Father?
® What is the significance of Mark 14:36 and Galatians 4:6 for prayer?

2. OUR INABILITY TO CALL GOD FATHER REVEALS MUCH ABOUT OUR OWN PERSON.
There are at least three reasons why people struggle to speak to God as “Father,” and each
one tells us something about those who struggle.

a. HE ISN’T OUR FATHER. 
® How can we make sure God is our Father? John 1:11-13.

b. WE LIVE IN DISOBEDIENCE.
® How does this factor influence our capacity to address God as Father? Romans 8:15.

c. WE CULTIVATE FALSE IMAGES OF GOD. 
® How does a person’s deep-down perspective of God affect their prayer life?
® Do you need prayer in this regard? Be specific. 


