
HOW TO PRAY - 6

“Enjoy God’s Pardon”

Matthew 6:12

In response to their request to be taught how to pray, Jesus gave the disciples a model

prayer that has become known as the “Lord’s Prayer.” It consists of six petitions or requests.

The first three center on God and His plans. The second group of petitions focuses on our

personal needs.  The first personal petition that we saw last time is, “Give us this day our

daily bread.” The second petition which we want to examine today is, “And forgive us our

debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” We are asking God to forgive us our sins.

What do we need to do in order to enjoy God’s pardon?

1. We must humbly seek forgiveness.

® What is the connection between the petitions “give us this day our daily bread” and

“forgive us our debts…”? (why are they given in this order?

To understand what Jesus means by seeking forgiveness we need to distinguish between

two  different  kinds  of  forgiveness  found in  Scripture.  We will  call  them  judicial and

parental forgiveness (though these names are not  used in  the Bible).  Understanding

each one will help us fulfil this second petition. 

® In Scripture, what is the difference between judicial (compare Rom. 8:1; 3:23; 6:23a)

and parental forgiveness (comp. 1 John 1:9)? 

® Why is it so important for a Christian to be able to distinguish between these two

kinds of forgiveness?

2. We must humbly grant forgiveness.

There are at least three responses Christians commonly have to the call to forgive. 

a. “I can’t.” Some feel incapable of forgiving the offender because of their deep hurt. 

® How can the following statement help us forgive? “We should never forget the truth

that no one ever wrongs us as much as we have wronged God.”

b. “I won’t.” This is a flat-out refusal to forgive. Often such individuals reason that the

offender does not deserve to be forgiven.

® Why is it dangerous or presumptive to pray the Lord’s Prayer if we are unwilling to

forgive (contrast the first part of the petition with the second part)? 

® If someone absolutely and always refuses to forgive, what might this say about that

person’s own state of forgiveness before God?

a. “I  will.”  In  its  simplest  terms,  to forgive  is  to  “surrender  our  right  to  get  even.”

Practically, this involves four promises:

I will no longer dwell on this incident. 

I will not bring up this incident again or use it against you. 

I will not talk to others about this incident. 

I will not allow this incident to stand between us or hinder our relationship.  

® Which of these four promises do you need to cultivate?

® How can others pray for you in this regard?


