
“Light for Life”

Isaiah 9:2

In the Christmas season light seems to be everywhere. As a matter of fact, the reason for

Christmas—the true reason for the season—is to bring light to every person’s life, to show

every individual what is actually going on in his or her life. 700 years before Jesus Christ a

really  important  prophecy  was  made  that  connects  light  with  His  birth,  that  is,  with

Christmas. We find this passage in the Book of Isaiah, chapter 9, verse 2: “The people who

walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on

them has light shone.” And shortly thereafter in verse 6, “For to us a child is born, to us a

son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called

Wonderful  Counselor,  Mighty God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince of  Peace.”  The light  comes

because—“for”—a child is born. That is, the birth of this Child, Jesus Christ, brings light to

mankind. 

That  Jesus should be compared with light  is  not just a beautiful  metaphor but a

reality that can affect our entire life — illumine our whole being. 

What does it mean that Jesus is the light of the world?

1. The world is in darkness.

“The people who walked in darkness …”

“… those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness ...” 

The Bible stresses time and again that the great majority of people live in darkness. But: 

• what is it like to live in darkness? 

• Describe the experience of living in darkness using each of the following categories:

a) Disoriented. John 12:35; Proverbs 14:12.

b) Lonely. Ephesians 4:17-19.

c) Fearful. Hebrews 2:15; 1 John 4:18; Proverbs 29:25.

2. There is a way out of the darkness.

“The people … have seen a great light…”

“…on them has light shone.”

• How can a person be freed from spiritual darkness? See Ephesians 4:18; Isaiah 59:2; 

John 8:12; Romans 6:23.

• As a believer, what can you do to make sure that you live on the “light” side of life? 

See 1 John 1:6-9.


