
WHEN TEMPTATION COMES KNOCKING

2 Samuel 11 & 12

In 2 Samuel 11 and 12, we have the sad and unsavory story of David and Bathsheba. David 

commits adultery with the wife of one of his valiant warriors who is away fighting for Israel. 

David was king, yes, but he was also a man of flesh and blood who is a study in contrasts. 

He was a man after God’s own heart, but like us, he was capable of great sin.

A helpful focus for our study is to take to heart Galatians 6:1. “Keep watch on 

yourself, lest you too be tempted.” As we consider David’s actions we don’t want to sit there 

and cluck our tongues*. We want to be aware of our own weakness to temptation and 

humbly learn from David’s failures. So, what can we learn from David’s struggle with 

temptation?

⦁ How we get ourselves into a fix.

A “fix” is a difficult or awkward situation from which it is hard to free oneself; a 

predicament.  David got into a great fix for several reasons:

⦁ David was negligent in his duties. 

⦁ Considering 2 Samuel 11:1, what are some indications that David was not taking his 

God-given duties with due seriousness?

⦁ How can negligence in our Christian duties set us up for spiritual and moral failure?

⦁ David was over-confident.

This story takes place at the pinnacle of David’s career. He seems to have been self-satisfied 

with his achievements. A heart of pride made it easier for David to break God’s command-

ments. Nothing else can explain his terrible fall. 

⦁ How would Proverbs 16:18 have helped David, and how can it help us to remain 

faithful?

⦁ David was self-indulgent.

⦁ Compare 2 Sam. 11:2-4 with James 1:14-15: How do these passages describe the 

process that led to David’s sin? Can you identify with this process?

⦁ How we can get ourselves out of a fix.

⦁ 2 Samuel 12:13: When the prophet Nathan confronts David with his sin, how does he 

respond?

⦁ What does this tell us about the right way of getting ourselves out of a sinful fix?

* cluck one's tongue = to tut, i.e. the sound that you make with your tongue touching the 

top of your mouth when you want to indicate disapproval, annoyance, or sympathy.


