
Overview of the Old Testament 13
“AVOID FAILURE—WALK IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD”

-SAMSON-
Judges 13 – 16

In Judges 13:1-7 we read about the birth of Samson. He was chosen of God a judge and
liberator of Israel. What an honor! He had everything going for him. And yet we are shocked
to read that Samson fell into sin time and again. His particular area of weakness was the
lusts of the flesh. Because God is gracious, He used him, despite his big weaknesses, but he
lived a life of great upheaval and died a tragic death. He could have taken the high road of
commitment and obedience, but he chose the low road of fleshly satisfaction. 

What was Samson’s basic problem? Surprisingly, he did not walk closely with God.
There is no indication that he ever cultivated the fear of the Lord. And this is no secondary
topic. It is all over the pages of the Old Testament. The fear of the Lord is a fundamental
motivator of a godly life. So, let’s look for a definition. It has nothing to being afraid of God.
Rather,  the  fear  of  the  Lord  involves  worship  of  the  Lord  (awe)  and  loving,  respectful
submission to His authority in every area of life. Nothing is more important for an effective
and blessed life than the fear of the Lord. Proverbs 1:7. Samson’s downfall was ultimately
due to his failure to cultivate a deep reverence for God.
® Reflect on the definition above. On a scale of 1 – 5, how conscious have you been of the

importance of the fear of the Lord for your spiritual walk?

How can we be sure to walk in the fear of the Lord?

1. Take God’s call for your life seriously
® What is a ‘Nazirite,’ and what role should it have played in Samson’s way of life? Judges 

13:7b
® What connection can you find between Samson’s calling as a Nazirite and our call in 2

Corinthians 6:17-18?
® How does the fear of the Lord help us fulfill our calling? Proverbs 16:6

2. Allow God’s principles to guide your relationships
® Samson pursued various pagan women. Why does the Mosaic Law forbid this? 

Deuteronomy 7:4a
® What principle do we find in 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 that should guide our relationships?
® How does the fear of God enable us to make wise decisions in choosing a mate?

3. Cultivate an attitude of genuine humility
® How did Proverbs 16:18 play out in the life of Samson? Judges 16:20-21; Judges 16:29-30
® How can you apply Proverbs 26:12 and Obadiah 1:3-4 to your own life?


