
“FAITHFUL, NOT INTIMIDATED”
Revelation 2:8-11

Read Revelation 2:8-11.
 What is meant by “the angel” in verse 8?

Interestingly, the church at Smyrna is the only one of the seven churches in Rev. 2 and
3 that receives only approval from Christ. Jesus writes to encourage them. In essence,
He tells them three things

1. “I know what you’re facing,” 8-9. Look at what they were experiencing:
a. Tribulation. The opposition came from two major sources:

 The Romans. The city of Smyrna strongly supported Rome and its cult to
the divinity of the emperors.

 How would this put Christians under pressure?
 Is there any way we can identify with this situation in our present culture?

 The Jews. A large and influential Jewish community thrived in Smyrna. 
 Why does John use the strong expression “the synagogue of Satan”?

b. Poverty. 
 What are some of the reasons for which the believers in Smyrna were so poor?
 How would the fact that Christ was aware of their poverty encourage them?
 What light do James 2:5 and 2 Cor. 6:10 shed on poverty? Accordingly, are you

poor or rich?
c. Slander 

 Why is slander so devastating—back then and today? 
 How would knowing Jesus was aware of their poverty be an encouragement?

2. “I care about what you’re facing,” 10a.
 How could Christ tell the believers to not fear?
 What purpose does the following phrase serve in this context? “The words of the

first and the last, who died and came to life”? 
 The problem of human suffering, even for a limited time, has always perplexed

Christians. Suffering may be expected by the ungodly, but  why should the godly
suffer?

3. “I will reward you for what you’re facing,” 10b-11. Jesus Christ will be in no man’s
debt, and when we are loyal to Him, we are rewarded. In this passage two rewards are
mentioned.

a. They would receive the crown of life. 
 What does this mean? Compare James 1:12. 
 How can this knowledge encourage us?

b. They will not be hurt by the “second death.” 
 What is the “second death”? Compare Rev. 20:6, 14; 21:8.
 How can this knowledge encourage us?

 What is the main take away for your own life from this Bible passage?


