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Overview of the Old Testament 4 

“FAITH MATTERS” 
-ABRAHAM- 

 

We continue to study the flow of OT history through its principal characters. Today we come 
to Abraham. The human race has turned from the Lord, and there has been judgment on the 
fall, in the flood, and in the episode of the tower of Babel. But God now selects a man through 
whose seed-line He will ultimately provide a Saviour and a Sovereign. Through Abraham and 
his descendants, then, God will provide for a lost world. This is an act of grace. 

The feature that most distinguishes Abraham’s life is faith. Each one of us as Christians 
is called to live a life of faith. When it comes to matters of faith, faith really matters! Thus, it is 
very helpful to look at Abraham’s life and learn about the faith-centred life.  
 
1.  Walking by faith can turn your world upside down  
Abram was called to leave his own country and people (Gen. 12:1). God’s command must have 
been unsettling at the very least, and most likely overwhelming. It turned his comfortable, 
familiar world upside down! But he obeyed (Gen. 12:4).  

→ What is the hardest thing about leaving your familiar surroundings? 

→ Have you ever felt that by moving to another place or country your world is being 
turned upside down? Explain. 

→ How can God work in your life in such circumstances? 
 

2.  The blessings of obedience are not always immediate 
Abram is promised that if he does what God asks of him, he will be incredibly blessed. (12:1-
3). However, many unexpected obstacles arose, so that it took years for the blessings to 
materialize.  

→ What do you think God was up to by putting off the blessings? 

→ Have you been disillusioned by your expectations (which you believe are from God) 
not being fulfilled—yet? 

→ How can you apply Hebrews 10:35-36 to your life? 
 
3.  God always does what he promises  
God gave Abraham tremendous promises. But all of them centred around the promise of an 
heir. In Genesis 15:1-5 God promises to give him a son. He was 75 at the time, but it wouldn’t 
be till he was 100 and Sarah 90 that Isaac would be born!  

→ What do you think was the greatest lesson Abraham learned here? 

→ What do Numbers 23:19 and Deut. 7:9 have to say about Abraham’s long wait? 
 
4.  Our failures don’t make God’s promises fail 
Abraham is considered a model of faith in Scripture. But it’s not because he was flawless. 
There are numerous examples of his failures. Two examples, he goes to Egypt during a famine 
in Canaan, and lies about his wife Sarai (Gen. 12:10-20). Then at the advice of his barren wife 
Sarai, he marries Hagar, her Egyptian handmaid with the hope that he could father a son 
through her (Gen. 16:1-3). In spite of Abraham’s failures God’s promises remained sure!  

→ Have you ever felt you were too much of a loser for God to get involved in your life? 

→ How can 2 Timothy 2:13 encourage you? 
 

→ What is the main lesson you take away from this study? 


