
Overview of the Old Testament 11
“God at Work in the Ordinary”

-RUTH-
Ruth 1 - 4

The stories of biblical heroes tend to be impressive. However, there are also figures who are
ordinary and unspectacular but who play a key role in God’s redemptive plan. One of these
even gets an entire book—though a short one—dedicated to her, namely Ruth. 

The story of Ruth takes place during the difficult days of the judges (Ruth1:1; Judges
21:25). Ruth gives us a glimpse of the hidden work of God during the worst of times. God is
always working, even in really rough circumstances.

Ruth teaches us that God is not just to be found in great battles and victories, but in
the ups and downs of life—in the daily grind, we might say. God is alive and well, working
through ordinary circumstances to accomplish His will. And this should be  tremendously
encouraging to us. 

How can the events in Ruth encourage us to trust God in the humdrum of life?

1. God works behind the scenes in ordinary circumstances
® Explain the concept of Divine Providence (compare Genesis 50:20)?
® How can this concept help us in hard times? Note Ruth 1:1-6 
® How could you apply Romans 8:28 at this point?

2. God works behind the scenes in ordinary relationships
® In what way was Naomi a key to blessing Ruth’s life? Ruth 1:16-18
® In what way did Ruth become a blessing to Naomi?
® What does the Naomi-Ruth bond teach us about relationships within the church?

3. God works behind the scenes in ordinary unbelievers
® How had Ruth, an ordinary unbeliever, come to faith in Jehovah God?
® How is Ruth used to bless multitudes of ordinary unbelievers? Ruth 4:18-22; Matthew 

1:5-6
® What can we learn from Ruth’s story that can help us encourage normal, average 

unbelievers to draw closer to God?
® Reflect on the following phrase and how it can encourage us to reach out to normal, 

ordinary unbelievers: “The book of Ruth is about the inclusive love of God. Even before 
the gospel message was delivered to the nations by Christian disciples, the love of God 
was triumphing over racial and religious prejudice, drawing non-Israelite people into His 
redemptive plan.”


