
Overview of the Old Testament 6
“IMPERFECT BUT USEFUL AND BLESSED” - ISAAC

Genesis 21, 22

We continue our study of the OT as seen through its leading personalities. Today we come
to Isaac. You will recall that a few weeks back we saw how God promised Abraham an heir
through Sarah his wife. Although he initially doubted, and even took matters into his own
hands (the result of which was the birth of Ishmael), eventually Abraham did believe God,
and God did what he promised: Isaac was born.

Isaac seems to have been a quiet, simple man, perhaps even a timid person. He did
not have the more spectacular life associated with Abraham. He had significant successes
and failures. The Bible never covers up the imperfections of its main characters. Despite
significant weaknesses he is listed in Hebrews 11 among the faithful OT saints. That means
that, despite our weaknesses, we can learn from Isaac certain lessons that will help us be
faithful to God. 

What conclusions can we draw from Isaac’s life that can encourage us to be faithful despite
our weaknesses?
1. Let God write your love story.

Isaac was a child of the covenant God made with Abraham and affirmed on various
occasions. This was the line through which God wanted to bless the entire world. So, it was
essential that Covenant ‘actors’ (parties) be faithful to God. One of the keys to this was
raising up families that would follow Jehovah God faithfully. And this began with the right
spouse. 

Abraham  didn’t  want  Isaac  to  choose  a  girl  from  the  Canaanites  around  them
because of his fear that their strong pagan influence would sooner or later lead his son
astray. So, he arranged to find a wife for Isaac among his own people back in Mesopotamia.
Abraham assigns his principal steward this task, Genesis 24:3-4.
® What can we learn from Isaac’s selection of a wife that can make us more careful when 

we choose a partner?

2. Be a role mode at home.
Everything indicates that Isaac loved the Lord. We see that he builds altars for God and 
communes with Him. Because of his submission to God, he fulfilled his purpose in the great 
Abrahamic Covenant. Nevertheless, Isaac was far from perfect.
® Looking back over Isaac’s life, what are some of the areas of his family life in which he 

could have done better? Here are just a few verses: Genesis 25:28; 26:7; 27:41-45.
® What lessons could you draw for a Christian family that wants to please God in all 

things?

3. Embrace the testing of your faith.
Isaac grew up in a flawed home, but one in which God was honoured.
® Why did God test Abraham in Genesis 22:1-2?
® What does Hebrews 11:17-19 tell us about Abraham?
® Was Isaac a passive actor in this trial? Why, why not? Genesis 22:6-9.
® What do Isaac’s actions tell us about his faith? 
® How do you react when your faith is tried? James 1:2-4.


