
IT IS A QUESTION OF TRUST

The  Bible  records  the  stories  of  many  great  men and  women.  Many  of  these  people  played
significant roles in the plan of God for the world. Nevertheless, many of these people were not
without  their  shortcomings.  Careful  study  of  scripture  shows  that  the  root  of  many  of  their
shortcomings is a lack of trust in God. Their lack of trust in God caused them to live a life of
disobedience, partial submission and in some cases, a worry filled life. The result of these kinds of
lifestyle was not good. Even today, a shaky trust in God results in such lifestyles, preventing us
from getting God’s best for us. In Sunday’s sermon, we explored the lives of three Old Testament
characters who had trust issues:

1) Adam and Eve’s disobedience: a question of trust.

a) Read Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-6. What was Satan’s strategy here? Why did Eve fall for it?
(Hint: What happens when a stranger questions the integrity/intention of someone you
trust?) 

b) What would you consider the motivation behind God’s instructions in general? See Psalm
19:7-11 (NLT version preferably)

2) Lot’s partial submission: a question of trust.

a) Read Genesis 13: 8-13 and 2 Peter 2:6-7. Discuss how a life of partial submission to God’s
ways contributed to Lot’s choice of Sodom and the loss he eventually suffered.

b) Our choices are a reflection of our trust in God. True or false? Discuss your answer.

3) Abraham & Sarah’s impatience/worry: a question of trust 

a) What is the relationship between worry and trust? What does a worry stricken life say
about the person and promises of God?

b) Read  Genesis  15:2-4;  16:1-4  and  25:18.  Living  a  worry  stricken  life  can  lead  to  bad
decisions. True or false? Discuss your answer.

 

4) Read Psalm 139:1-6. What is the implication of God’s omniscience (all knowing)? Should be
worried or excited that God knows us so intimately?

5) Read Psalm 139:7-12. What strikes you the most in this passage? God’s omnipresence does
not  just  refer  to  his  presence  in  every  place  we  situated  physically;  it also speaks  to  his
presence and involvement in our situations and circumstances. Do you agree? Comment on
the blessedness of this fact.


