
“Not Ashamed”

Romans 1:16-17

Sometimes we can feel intimidated when it comes to sharing the gospel. Interestingly, the

apostle  Paul  seems  to  have  been  accused  of  being  intimidated.  Note  the  connection

between 1:15 and 16a: “So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.

For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel…” Apparently  some believers  in  Rome  knew  Paul

wanted to visit them, but he kept putting it off, which is why he writes in Romans 15:22:

“This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.” That fact was

that  he  had  simply  been  too  busy  spreading  the  Good  News  elsewhere.  Paul  was  not

ashamed because he was conscious of what the gospel really is.  

To the extent that we understand what the gospel really is, we will be motivated to share it.

So, let’s look at what the gospel is from Paul’s perspective.

1. The gospel is the power of God.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God…”

® How do you understand the concept of power in the following verses? 1 Corinthians

1:18; 1 Corinthians 1:23-24; 1 Corinthians 4:20; 1 Peter 1:23; Jeremiah 15:16.

® How can this encourage you not to be ashamed of the gospel?

2. The gospel is the power of God for salvation.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation.”

From what does the gospel bring deliverance?

 Luke 19:10

 Matthew 1:21

 Romans 5:9

 Acts 2:40

® How can this encourage you not to be ashamed of the gospel?

3. The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 

who believes.”

® What does it mean to believe? Ephesians 2:8

® Explain the phrase, “God doesn’t ask people to behave in order to be saved but to 

believe.”

® How can this encourage you not to be ashamed of the gospel?

4. The gospel is the revelation of God’s righteousness.

“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The 

righteous shall live by faith’.”

What does the gospel teach us about righteousness? Reflect upon each of the following:

 God is righteous. Matthew 5:48

 We are unrighteous. Isaiah 64:6

 Christ took our unrighteousness. 1 Peter 3:18

 God imparts His righteousness to us. Philippians 3:9

® How can this encourage you not to be ashamed of the gospel?


