
Overview of the Old Testament 10 
“Overcoming Obstacles With Divine Assets” 

-JOSHUA- 
Joshua 1:1-16 

 
The Hebrew nation is poised to enter the Promised Land, and Joshua is responsible to lead 
them. He knows full well that there are clear obstacles to overcome. Hence what he needs 
most at this point is courage—which is why God tells him several times to “be strong and 
very courageous” (1:6, 7, 9). But it is also the reason why God reminds Joshua in chapter 1 of 
several key assets that were at his disposal.  

 Note: “God was not calling Joshua without enabling him.” What does this mean? 
 

Let’s begin by looking at some of the obstacles Joshua was facing.  
 
1. OBSTACLES 
     a.  UNFAVORABLE COMPARISONS.  

 Joshua had to take Moses’ place as leader of Israel. Why might this be a challenge for him? 

 Give an example of comparing yourself with others and coming out on the losing end.  
     b.  DIFFICULT PEOPLE. Joshua had to lead a “stiffnecked people” (Ex. 32:9) towards God’s 
destiny for them.  

 Why might this have been an unsettling prospect for Joshua (compare Number 14:2, 8-
10—words spoken 40 years earlier)? 

 Give an example of how people’s opposition has made doing God’s will difficult for you. 
    c.  TRYING CIRCUMSTANCES. Right from the outset Joshua finds himself having to prepare 
for war in order to take possession of the land (1:1). Israel was facing trying times, and Joshua 
needed courage to lead. 

 Why is it often hard to be strong and courageous when we face trying circumstances? 

 Give your reflections on the following paragraph: “Joshua needed to understand that  
God was not asking him to take on the huge task as leader of Israel unprepared and 
outnumbered. And God is not sending you into the battle unequipped and hopelessly 
overwhelmed. He has provided Joshua and you with key spiritual assets. We need to know 
them so we can claim them rather than fear the obstacles of the enemy.” 
 
2. ASSETS 
Let’s look at the spiritual assets Joshua could recon with.  

a. GOD’S PROMISES 

 From Joshua 1:3, 6-8 explain how God’s promises give us courage. 
b. GOD’S PRESENCE 

 Note Joshua 1:5, 9; compare Matthew 28:20b. How can these verses encourage us? 
c. GOD’S ACTIVATION 

Joshua needed to get moving, to start the process of taking possession of the land (1:11). In 
so doing he could be sure of God’s active role in and through him. It is not enough simply to 
know the Word of God and to sense His presence. We must put into action what God tells 
us to do. And as we get going for Him, he will give us His power to accomplish His purposes.  

 What does John 13:17 have to do with this focus? 

 What specific action is God asking you take? 


