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Encouraged by Christ’s Coming 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 
Today’s passage focuses on Christ’s Second Coming. While in Thessalonica, Paul taught the 
Christians about Christ’s Second Coming. But a short time after, he was forced to leave the city. 
Apparently, he was unable to complete his teaching on this great event. In the ensuing months 
several members of the church died. This caused significant confusion because the Thessalonians 
were living under the misunderstanding that all believers at that time would be alive when Jesus 
returned. So, in their apprehension they wondered: Does the death of a believer before the Lord 
comes cause him or her to lose all hope of sharing in the glorious reign of Christ? To answer this 
question and to allay their fears, Paul teaches some key facts about the Second Coming.  

A helpful way to study Paul’s response is to look at three groups of people involved in 
Christ’s second coming. Each of us will be able to find ourselves in one or more of them. Paul’s 
words will also help us to clear up any misunderstanding we may have about Christ’s Coming. 
 
1. The Sleepers, 13-15 

→ Who are those who have “fallen asleep” (see v. 16), and why is “sleep” used to describe them? 

→ What happens to Christians who “fall asleep” (Rev. 14:13; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; Acts 7:59-60). 

→ How does 1 Thessalonians 4:15 indicate that no believer will miss out on the glorious events 
surrounding Christ’ return to earth, and that we can look forward with great expectation to 
that day? 

 
2. The Sorrowful, 13-14 

→ Who are the sorrowful in this context? 

→ Is it a lack of faith to grieve? Answer, and then consider John 11:33, 35 and Rom. 12:15. 

→ What does it mean to “grieve as others do who have no hope”? (cp. Eph. 2:12). 

→ What does Paul say that encourages the sorrowful? 
 

3. The Survivors, 15-18 

→ Why does the Lord want us to live in the expectation of His return? 

→ Look at the chart below and explain the sequence of events.  

→ What will happen at the Rapture? 1 Thess. 4:17; 1 Cor. 15:51-53. 

→ “Therefore encourage one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). How does this work 
specifically? 
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