
Ponder the Wonder
Luke 2:19

Many believers would like to bypass the kitsch and sentimentality associated with the 
season and concentrate on the true wonder of Christmas. A great help in this regard comes 
from the brief text that is the focus of this week’s sermon: “But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart.” Some pretty impressive things had burst into Mary’s
life, and she needed to take time to process it all. We would do well to follow her example 
and reflect thoughtfully on the events surrounding the birth of Christ. 

It’s significant that in the entire narrative of Luke 2, Mary doesn’t say a word. The 
only thing that is recorded about her is that she reflected carefully on all that was going on. 
What things do you think occupied her mind? There are many possibilities; but given the 
immediate circumstances, it is likely that Mary reflected on three things in particular—each 
of which holds important lessons for us. Mary pondered: 

1. The quietness of   Jesus’   arrival 
In Luke 1:30-33, the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce that she had been chosen 
to carry the Saviour. It seems remarkable, however, that such a sublime personage should 
arrive without noise, clamour, or fanfare. Hardly anyone noticed his arrival.

Mary could not have grasped it at that moment, but her Son Jesus would carry out a 
ministry that would actually be quite unassuming—one that was not seeking self-promotion 
but the good of others. We could say that He came to carry out his task in “quietness.” Let’s 
look at Matthew 12:17-21. 
 In what ways does Matthew 12:17-21 reflect Christ’s coming in “quietness”?
 It’s interesting that nowhere in Scripture does God knock anyone’s door down (compare 

Revelation 3:20). What does this tell us about the “quietness” in which Jesus’ approaches
people?

 How is Jesus trying to come to you in quietness in this season, and how can you best 
respond? 

2. The lowliness of   Jesus’   arrival 
 The birth of God’s Son is described very simply in Luke 2:7. Mary and her Son were 

surrounded by obscurity, poverty, and even rejection. What is the significance of Jesus 
being born into a context of absolute lowliness?

 Philippians 2:5-8 informs us that Jesus’ coming to earth as a child, and ultimately in 
lowliness, was no mistake. It was all part of a plan. What lessons can we draw for our 
own lives from this passage?

 Years ago (in the 19th century), the Salvation Army was holding an international 
convention and their founder, Gen. William Booth, could not attend because of physical 
weakness. He cabled his convention message to them. It was one word: "OTHERS." In 
what way does that word reflect the true spirit of Christmas? How can you apply this to 
your life?  

3. The   humbleness o  f   Jesus’   audience
 The first recipients of the good news of the Saviour’s birth were shepherds. What is the 

significance of this?
 How does 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 speak to our lives, and how can we apply this specifically

to Christmas?


