
ROLE MODELS FOR CHRIST
1 Thessalonians 1:6-10

Last week we saw that Paul and his co-workers had to get out of Thessalonica as persecution
arose. Deeply concerned about the new church, Paul sent Timothy back to find out how they
were doing. To the apostle’s relief, Timothy brought back a good report. The church was
doing well. One of the main reasons for the spiritual health of the Thessalonians has to do
with  the  principle  of  imitation—observing  and  replicating another's  behaviour. The
Thessalonians  became imitators or followers of excellent role models. In this we can learn
from them and ask ourselves: What should we do to be good imitators?

1. Choose proper role models, 6a: "And you became imitators of us and of the Lord." 
The Thessalonians chose as role models:

a. Paul and his co-workers
 What  did  the  Thessalonians  observe  in  the  apostolic  missionaries  that  helped  them

become faithful, solid believers in a relatively short period of time?
b. Jesus Christ 

 What  does  1  Corinthians  11:1  tell  us  about  balance  in  the  area  of  role  modelling
(compare Hebrews 12:2)?

 
2.  Follow your role models consistently, 6b: "For you received the word in much affliction,
with the joy of the Holy Spirit." 
 Explain how the Thessalonians consistently followed the path exemplified by their role

models:  
 The missionaries. In Acts 16:16-25.
 Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:21; John 15:11. 

 Practically speaking, how is it possible to experience joy in the midst of affliction?

3. Become a positive role model for fellow believers, 7
 The example of the Thessalonians was particularly strong in the areas of  suffering and

giving (2 Cor. 8:1-8). In what way are these areas indicative of our spiritual development?
 How  can  the  Thessalonians’  example  help  us  put  into  practice  Hebrews  10:24?  Be

specific.

4. Become a positive role model for non-believers, 8-10.
 The word of the Lord “sounded forth” mightily from the Thessalonians. What does this

mean? What did it look like specifically? How can we imitate the Thessalonian example? 
 According to vs. 9 and 10, what are the signs of true conversion? Are these true of you?


