
WHAT IS THE CHURCH, 1

“I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18) is a terse summary of the great divine plan and priority
in the present age.

• Each of the members of the Holy Trinity are involved in the realization of this plan 
(Father: Acts 20:28; Son: Ephesians 5:25, 29; Holy Spirit: 1 Cor. 12:11, 13). What does
this fact tell us about the divine plan? 

The Greek term for “church” is “ekklesia.”  Its basic meaning is that of an assembly or group
of people who have been called together. The ekklesia designates all those who have been
called out of the world to be Christ's special people (Titus 2:14). The ekklesia exists in two
essential forms. 

• On the basis of Ephesians 1:22-23 explain the first form.
• On the basis of 1 Thessalonians 1:1, Galatians 1:2 (1 Cor. 11:18, and Heb. 10:25),

explain the second form.

Helpful Metaphors
A metaphor  is  a figure of  speech that  describes an object or  action in a  way that  isn’t
literally true, but helps explain an idea or make a comparison (e.g., His words cut deeper
than a knife. I’m drowning in a sea of grief. She’s going through a rollercoaster of emotions).
Biblical metaphors allow us to understand more clearly the mysteries of God. Let’s look at
three of  the more significant  metaphors  to  describe the Church.  Each unfolds  different
aspects of the church and increases our appreciation for it. 

a. A Bride. 
• In Ephesians 5:22-33, the apostle Paul compares the relationship between a man and

woman in marriage to that of Christ and the Church. What parallels between the two
can you find in this passage?

• How do these parallels give you a greater appreciation for the Church?

b. A Building. 
• In Ephesians 2:20-21, how does the image of a building describe God’s relationship

to His Church? 
• What can we learn about the Church through the metaphor of living stones in 1

Peter 2:4-5?
• How does this passage in Peter challenge you in your interaction with others in the

IBC?

c. A Body. 
• Ephesians 1:22-23: What does it mean that Christ is the Head? What repercussions

should this fact have in your relationship with Him?
• What do we learn in Galatians 3:28 about the essence of the Church? How should

this work its way out in your life?


